 In Exodus 34:7  Yahweh stated to Moshe from the top of Mt. Sinai,
"...Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty;..."

  I looked up the words iniquity, transgression and sin in both the Strongs Concordance and BDB Hebrew Lexicon.  Here is what I discovered.

Iniquity- #5771 - Avone - perversity(Strongs), depravity(BDB) 

Transgression - #6588 - Pesha - a revolt national, moral or religious(Strongs), rebellion(BDB)

Sin - #2403 - Khattaah - an offense; sometimes habitual sinfulness(Strongs), Sin(BDB)

  According to the definition of #6588 sins of rebellion, which would normally not have a sacrifice required for them in the Torah, could be forgiven by the Lawgiver Himself.  These three Hebrew words are not the same in meaning, they have separate specific meanings.
   In Ps. 51:1,2 King David used these three Hebrew words saying, "according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions(avone).  Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity(Pesha), and cleanse me from my sin(Khattaah)."
  These same three Hebrew words are used in Lev. 16:21 Yahweh commanded, "And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities(avone) of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions(pesha) in all their sins(khattaah), putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness:"
 Lev. 16:33 further states, "And he shall make an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make an atonement for the tabernacle of the congregation, and for the altar, and he shall make an atonement for the priests, and for all the people of the congregation."
   Here again Yahweh stated that all the rebellions of the Ysraelites could be forgiven upon Yom Kippur.  If they were sincerely afflicting their soul upon that day. 
  In the second commandment Yahweh stated audibly in the hearing of two million people from Mt. Sinai, Ex. 20:6 "And doing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments."
   Thus we see mercy and forgiveness of all types of sins even willful sins were plainly able to be forgiven in the "old" covenant. 
   King David said in Ps. 51:16,17 "For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of Elohim are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O Elohim, thou wilt not despise."
   For the sin of adultery that King David did there was no sacrifice in the Torah, only death was promised to the adulterer and adulteress(Lev. 20:10).  But King David knew that he had hope of forgiveness from Yahweh for Yahweh had plainly stated from Mt. Sinai that He could forgive willful sin through His great mercy.
  I think it is important to for us to understand this because Yahweh stated "I change not".  He was not one way in the Tanak and another in the NT.  He is the same forever and ever.  He character and nature are unchangeable.  
  This ideology is all through the Tanak, in the very beginning when Adam and Chawah disobeyed Yahweh, Yahweh stepped in and showed mercy and they did not die an immediate death.  In the history of Ysrael we see Yahweh showing mercy and forgiveness in spite of their rebellions over and over again.  But even though mercy and forgiveness were shown to the Ysraelites, were their sins truly atoned for in Yahweh's court of justice?
   If the animal sacrifices in the old covenant could really atone for sin then there was no need for Mashiach to die.  So when Paul said in Acts 13:39 "And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses."  I see that as saying that only through the atonement of Yahshua Mashiach could anyone be justified of their sins.  Yahweh showed man mercy in Tanak knowing that the full price of sin was to really be paid by His Son Yahshua Mashiach.  The animal sacrifices were just a lesson to teach about the true sacrifice of His Son that would atone for the sins of all repenting mankind.  
  Thus the New Covenant is not ratified by the blood of bulls and goats but by the blood of Yahshua Mashiach.  But what exactly is the old and new covenants?  A covenant is an agreement between two parties.  In both the old covenant made at Mt. Sinai and the new covenant(Jer. 31:33,34), the law is the central theme.  Yahweh is asking mankind to make a freewill choice to come into harmony with Him through obedience to His laws.  In both the old and new covenants mercy and forgiveness of all types of sins is offered to the repentant sinner.  In both covenants Yahweh wanted His laws to be in the heart of mankind, Dt. 6:6.  Thus the covenant on mans side was that he should agree to follow Yahweh's laws.  The agreement on Yahweh's side was that He would bless them if they obeyed Him. 
  In what is called the old covenant at Mt. Sinai the great majority did not keep their side of the agreement but made the golden calf forty days later.  But is it any different in the new covenant?  Is not the great majority still doing some Pesha, rebellion against Yahweh even after they have agreed to obey Him?  Like the girl in India, her whole family took immersion in Yahshua Messiah Name but now she took government job and is working on Sabbath day.  Her only justification is that she makes more money in government job.  She and her family have done the same thing that the children of Ysrael did.  They agreed that anyone living in their gates should not work on Shabbat, but now they all are having a hand in allowing their daughter to work on Shabbat.  This girl and her family do not have Yahweh's laws in their heart and mind.  Another way of saying this is that they have never really made a total and complete surrender of their life to obey Yahweh.  Their agreement to obey Yahweh was superficial;  not deep and enduring even to the end of their life.
   Thus today someone can make a superficial agreement to obey Yahweh like the majority of the children of Ysrael did at Mt. Sinai(old covenant) or they can make a true lifelong commitment to obey Him fully in all that He says, asking Yahweh to write His laws in their heart and mind, like the Levites did.  Whether the covenant is ratified by an animal or the blood of Messiah mankind must still make a total sincere commitment to obey Yahweh in order to be in right relation with Yahweh, it all depends on the condition of mankind's heart.  As for Yahweh's side of the agreement, He has never changed, still He says, if you obey me I will bless you, same thing He told Abraham in Genesis 17:1,2.
   As Yom Kippur is soon to arrive we should understand what the symbolism of this day really meant for the sincere believer.  Yom Kippur was on the tenth day from Yom Teruah, why tenth day and not seventh or second etc....  Is it possible that there is any symbolism to it being on the tenth day?  We are told to afflict our souls on this day, on this day all our avone, pesha, and khattaah, are to be put on the azazel goat.  And he is to be separated from us forever. 
  Is it possible that the ten days represent the Esret haDebarim(Ten Commandments) that Yahweh spoke in the hearing of all the Ysraelites before making the covenant with them at Mt. Sinai?
  May all our avone, pesha and khattah be covered and we be ready to meet Yahshua when He returns in the clouds of heaven.  Halleluyah!

