Is Immersion in the Name of Yahshua Messiah necessary?
Unity Conference presentation, Sterling, Illinois, USA.  Aug. 2-4, 2019.
The purpose of this presentation is to study whether immersion in the original Hebrew Name of the Savior of all mankind is a necessary Biblical requirement for informed believers in Messiah today.  I know there will be some variance as to what is the exact correct Hebrew Name;  some use Yahshua, Yahoshua, Yeshua, Yahushua, etc…  but I just want to look at the question of does the Biblical Scriptures promote the doctrine of immersion in the original Heaven sent Name of the Messiah.
I.   We have many witnesses to the importance of names in general in the Scriptures, both of men and angels.  
The examples below show that names have meaning in Hebrew; if the spelling or pronunciation is changed it changes the whole meaning of the name.  Even small changes in the spelling and pronunciation were significant in that it changed the meaning of the name.
Yishmael – (Genesis 16:11) “An angel came to Hagar and said unto her you shalt bear a son and call his name Yishmael; because Yahweh has heard your affliction.”  Yishmael means “El hears”.  
Abram to Abraham, Gen. 17:5, Elohim changed Abram’s name to Abraham, Abram means “high father”, Abraham “father of many nations”.
Sarai to Sarah, Gen. 17:15, Elohim changed Sarai’s name to Sarah, Sarai means “dominative, stubborn”, Sarah means “princess”.
Yitzchak – (Genesis 17:19) “And Elohim said, Sarah, your wife shall bear a son and shall call his name Yitzchak. And I will establish an everlasting covenant with his seed after him”. Yitzchak means “laughter”.
Yacob to Ysrael, Gen. 32:28, Yacob means “supplanter” or some sources say “protected”, Ysrael means “he will rule with(as) El”.  Elohim gave this name Himself.
Hoshea to Yahoshua– (Numbers 13:16) “And Moses called Hoshea the son of Nun Yahoshua.”  Meaning of Hoshea is “salvation”. And Yahoshua means “Yahweh’s salvation”.  Yahshua is a contraction of Yahoshua. 
Yoshiyahu – (1 King 13:2) “A child shall be born unto the house of David, Yoshiyahu by name. He shall offer upon this altar the priests of the high place that burn incense upon it. Bones of men shall be burnt upon this altar. The altar shall be rent this day, and the ashes that are on it will be poured out”.  After 325 years this prophecy was fulfilled in (2 Kings 22:1).  Yoshiyahu means “founded of Yah”.
Shelomo – (1 Chronicles 22:9) “A son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest. And I will give rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Shelomo, and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days”.  Shelomo means “peaceful”.
Koresh – (Isaiah 44:28-45:1) “That says of Koresh...” Koresh was a Persian king that was instrumental in defeating the Babylonians, liberating Jews and rebuilding of the temple of Elohim at Yahrushalem”, but over 100 years before he was born Yahweh called him by name.
Koresh means “sun” or some sources “cultivator”.

Halayl to Satan – Isaiah 14:12;  Zech. 3:2.  Halayl means – shining one, Satan – adversary.

Yochanan – (Luke 1:13) “The angel said fear, not Zacharyah: for thy prayer is heard; and your wife Elishehba shall bear a son and shall call his name Yochanan.  Yochanan is short for Yahochanan and means, “favored of Yah”.
II.  We have three witnesses to the Name of the Son of Yahweh being given from heaven:   Miriam, Yoseph, and Apostle Paul.
Luke 1:30-31 “And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Miriam: for thou hast found favor with Elohim.  And, behold, thou shall conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shall call his name Yahshua.”
Matthew 1:20-21 “But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of Yahweh appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Yoseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Miriam thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shall call his name Yahshua: for he shall save his people from their sins.”
Acts 26:14,15 “And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Shaul, Shaul, why persecutes thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And I said, Who art thou, Master? And he said, I am Yahshua whom thou persecutes.”  (Shaul proclaimed salvation to the Gentiles in the same Hebrew name that he heard the Savior Himself speak.) 
III.  In the Scriptures we have many examples of how symbolic ceremonies are very important to the Heavenly Father.  
Circumcision- Gen. 17:13,14 – “...And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.”  Ex. 4:24 Yahweh was going to kill Moshe unless he circumcised his son.
Passover – Num. 9:13 – “But the man that is clean, and is not in a journey, and neglects to keep the Passover, even the same soul shall be cut off from among his people: because he brought not the offering of Yahweh in his appointed season, that man shall bear his sin.”
Unleavened Bread – Ex. 12:15 – “...for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.”
Sacrificial system – These ceremonies had to be performed just as prescribed by Yahweh as they taught important lessons.   In Lev. 10:1,2 offering strange fire caused the death of the high priests sons.  2Sam. 6:6,7 Uzziah was killed by Yahweh for touching the ark.  In 1Sam. 6:19 many people were killed by Yahweh for looking at the ark.  Lev. 16:2 Only the high priest could enter the most holy place once per year on Yom Kippur; death was the penalty for disobedience.
Moshe hitting the rock - Yahweh told Moshe to speak to the rock but Moshe hit it instead, thus Moshe was punished by not being allowed to enter Kanaan land, Num. 20:8-12.  Yahweh was trying to teach a spiritual lesson about the coming Messiah but Moshe confused the “lesson” by striking the rock rather than speaking to it.
Memorial Supper – Symbol of the body and blood of Mashiach.  ICor. 11:27-30  “Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Master, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Master. 28. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.  29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Master's body.  30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep:”.
IV.  Tevilah – Baptism – Immersion, a very important symbolic ceremony.
Mt. 28:19 - : “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, immersing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit:”.  The “Great Commission” of Yahshua to all his disciples.   Mt. 24:14- “This good news of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness to all nations, then the end shall come”.
Mk. 16:16 - He that believeth and is immersed shall be saved;
John 3:5 - Yahshua answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of Elohim.
Acts 2:38 –  And Peter said to them, “Repent, and be immersed every one of you in the name of Yahshua Messiah for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 4:12 – “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
Acts 19:1-6 – Paul rebaptised (reimmersed) some in the Name of Yahshua that Yochanan had previously immersed.  Thus showing reimmersion is sometimes in order and necessary.
V.  Conclusion
From the above Biblical evidence we see that pronunciation and spelling of Names in the Scriptures are important.  Whenever the spelling or pronunciation of a name was changed, it was significant in that it changed the whole meaning of the name.  
The Name of the Son of Yahweh was given from heaven.  Thus man has no right to change the pronunciation or spelling of this heaven sent Name.  
Many spiritual ceremonies were ordained of Yahweh with Baptism or Immersion in the Name of Yahshua Mashiach being the most important for mankind today.  
Our Savior was never called by the name Jesus or Iesous in His whole life.  Not a single scholar in the world will agree that Jesus was the original Hebrew Name of the Mashiach.  This name was not given from Heaven.
We have an example of reimmersion in the book of Acts.  Thus, being that the name Jesus is not the original heaven sent Name of Yahweh’s Son, immersion or reimmersion in the Name of Yahshua Mashiach is in order and necessary for those seeking salvation from sin.
Tell stories of experiences in India and Africa.  
Further study see my rebuttal article at:  http://sevendayweek.com/art.html
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