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New Testament Manuscripts – Antioch or Alexandria?
(Most of the information in this article for the background of the NT manuscripts was taken from the book Truth Triumphant by Dr. B.G. Wilkinson)

The existent Greek New Testament manuscripts are divided among two main groups of manuscripts.  One group of manuscripts originates from Antioch, Syria edited mainly by Lucian(240AD-312AD).  Another group originates from Alexandria, Egypt edited mainly by Origen(185AD-254AD).
After the destruction of Yarushalem in 70AD, Antioch, Syria became the main base for many Christian activities in Asia.  From Antioch, the Apostle Paul launched his two historic missionary journeys.  From Antioch, the Messianic Jewish believers received a new name(Acts 11:26). From Antioch, the faith of the Apostles spread into Persia, India and China.   Lucian was born in Antioch and he later established a theological school there.  He collected and verified the available manuscripts of the Hebrew OT and Greek NT.  Lucian was the editor of the Greek NT manuscripts that Erasmus later used in 1519AD to make what we know today as the “Received Text”. The manuscripts of Lucian were known to be the oldest Greek manuscripts of the NT.  This type manuscript forms the basis for the King James Version of the Bible in English. The majority of all existent Greek NT manuscripts agree with this type text and have been compiled in a version called the Majority text, that takes the majority reading for each word.
Alexandria, Egypt had large community of Jews for many years previous to the advent of the life of Yahshua, eventually it became a main center of Christianity that joined in union with the church of Rome, Italy. Gnosticism, a peculiar theology of the time, flourished among the Biblical scholars of that city.  Alexandrian Christian scholars were generally hostile to the Jews and Torah, denied creation, stove to exalt tradition, the pope of Rome and Sunday worship. Today the Catholic Church will only authorize versions of the Bible that are based on the Alexandrian type manuscripts.  All the early Protestant reformers only accepted the NT manuscripts that came down through Lucian at Antioch.  Until the late 1800’s no Bible used primarily by Protestants were translated with the Alexandrian NT manuscripts.  There are above 5200 Greek Manuscripts of the NT existent today, but only 45 agree with the Alexandrian type manuscripts(less than one percent).   The manuscripts from Alexandria, Egypt form the basis of the NT in the New International Version of the Bible in English, and all four translations of the complete Telugu Bible.  
Above 80% of the words are the same between the two groups, but there are many important differences, below are a few examples.  

Acts 18:21 – “But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem:...”  KJV
Acts 18:21 – “But as he left, he promised, ‘‘I will come back if it is God’s will….”” NIV

Note:  The above is important as the Majority text shows that the Apostle Paul was very anxious to keep the Annual festival even after the death of Messiah. 
Rev. 22:14-  “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” KJV

Rev. 22:14- “‘Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.” NIV

Note:  The Majority text makes it plain that those doing the commandments receive a blessing and will be allowed inside the New Yarushalem. 

Matt. 6:13- “ …13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” KJV
Matt. 6:13- “…13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” NIV
Note:  Should the kingdom, power and glory be ascribed to Yahweh?

Many other differences could be listed such as, Mark 16:9-20; Lk. 4:8; Acts 10:30;  Mk. 9:29;  Mt. 17:21;  James 5:16;  Rom.9:28; Mt. 5:44; Mk. 11:26; Gal. 5:21; Lk. 4:4;  Rom. 8:1;  Mk. 9:44,46;  Mt. 23:14;  Mt. 5:22;  Jn. 3:13;  Mk. 6:11;  etc…
There are four complete Telugu Bibles in Andhra Pradesh today; all translate their New Testament from the Alexandrian type manuscripts.  Process is now underway to bring about the complete Bible in the Telugu language basing the NT upon the Majority Text.  Apart from the NT there are a few other problems with the current Telugu versions of the Bible.  The “new moon” is called the dark moon in the Telugu Bibles, (see Isa. 66:23; Ps.81:3; Col.2:16 etc…)   Outside of the Telugu Bibles I know of no other version that translates the Hebrew word, “Chodesh” as dark moon.  Why did this happen?  150 years ago when the first version of the Bible in Telugu was being translated, the Telugu speaking Christian believers were generally uneducated and not suitable for doing the work, thus Brahmin Hindus, who were Telugu pundits, were hired to translate the Telugu Bible. The Hindus celebrate the dark moon as a special day, thus, the new moon was wrongly translated as the dark moon.  Also, the rainbow is called Indira’s bow in many places of the Telugu Bible.  (Indira is a Hindu goddess that is depicted with a multicolored bow above her head).  The current Telugu Bibles also have the corrupted pronunciations of the Father and Son’s Names in them as Yehova and Yesu.  
The Telugu people need a translation of the Holy Scriptures                                               

basing their NT manuscripts upon the Majority text and with improvements in the translation of the OT.  We solicit the
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prayers of all for the completion of this important project.  If 
any have questions about specific Bible verses do write to the address below. 
Notice
Pastor V. Noah(9395313732) of Eluru, W.G. dt. has recently received a marriage license from the state of Andhra Pradesh, as a state recognized minister of Assemblies of Yahweh Ministries.  Other pastors with state marriage licenses are, Pas. Y. Sunith Premanand(9866485304) of Hyderabad and Pas. D.S. Paul of Rajamundry (9291680437).
Interview with Pastor G. Iesu Ratnam, Laymen’s Evangelical Fellowship 

In A.Y.E.M. School it came to my knowledge that some of the teachers were very strict in their observance of Sunday as a holy day and would not even write their college exams on Sunday.  The concerned teachers told me that their Pastor taught them to do like this.  I contacted their pastor and below is a short interview I had with him.   
Tony:  Greetings Pastor Ratnam, how long have you been in the ministry and where are your area’s of ministry?

Pas. Ratnam:  I have been in the ministry about 20 years and I oversee assemblies in Palakol, Narasapur and surrounding villages.

Tony:  Which day do you keep as the Sabbath and why?

Pas. Ratnam:  I keep Sunday, because after the resurrection of Christ I believe the Sabbath day observance was transferred to the first day of the week.  

Tony:  How do you observe the Sunday Sabbath, what do you teach your assembly members to do or not to do?
Pas. Ratnam:  I apply the standards of Isa. 58:13 to my teaching on Sabbath observance.  There should be no business or occupations except emergencies, no reading of worldly matters such as newspapers, no watching news, sports, or cinema’s, no buying or selling, no attending school or taking school exams, no missing the worship service in order to visit with relatives, no attending celebrations like marriages, maturity functions, etc….  The Sabbath should be reserved for worship services and charitable works.
Tony: What hours do you observe Sunday Sabbath on?

Pas. Ratnam:  I go by the time the world recognizes for a day, from midnight to midnight.
Tony:  How do you feel about those who observe Sabbath on the seventh day?

Pas. Ratnam:  I follow what I know and believe, it is not my duty to condemn others in this matter. 
(editor’s note:  I disagree with Pas. Ratnam’s timing of the Sabbath but I agree with his way of observing the Sabbath and encourage our Assembly members to do likewise on the seventh-day Sabbath.)
In remembrance of Abraham Lincoln, 16th president of the USA
Abraham Lincoln was born in a one room log cabin in a wilderness area of the state of Kentucky, Hardin County, USA on Feb. 12, 1809.  His mother was an illegitimate child of a servant girl that had been sent away by her employer when he discovered he had impregnated her.  Little did he realize that child that he was ashamed of and unwilling to acknowledge would someday bear a child that would be President of the United States of America.   
Abraham Lincoln’s parents were both illiterate and Abe only received one year of formal schooling at the age of fifteen when a traveling teacher came to his area and set up a small school four miles away from him.  For one year Abe and his sister walked to and from school.  In that one year Abraham learned to read and write, Abraham became an avid reader reading every book he could find.  Through his individual efforts of reading he learned grammar, history, maths etc... 
Later he went into partnership and opened a grocery store, but it eventually collapsed and he was in great debt that took above ten years to repay with interest.  He found a copy of Blackstone’s commentaries on Law and read it through, he would go to the county court house and watch the advocates argue cases.  After his store collapsed he moved to the town of Springfield, Illinois where he eventually started a Law practice.  Lincoln was known for being a very honest and clever man who charged low fees for his lawyer services. 

He was engaged to marry Ann Rutledge, but she died of a fever, he mourned for her the rest of his life.  He eventually married the ambitious, fiery tempered Mary Todd, by whom he had four children, one living to adulthood.  

Lincoln ran for the US Senate but lost.  During this time the southern states of the USA had African slaves but most of the north did not.  Lincoln toured around the USA debating against slavery against Stephen A. Douglas, thus Lincoln gained national notoriety.  In 1860 Lincoln gained the Republican nomination for President of the USA, and he went on to win the election, thus becoming the 16th President.  So Lincoln left Springfield for the Whitehouse with a short speech saying, “…I now leave, not knowing when or whether ever I may return, with a task before me greater than that which rested upon Washington.  Without the assistance of that Divine Being who ever attended him, I cannot succeed.  With that assistance, I cannot fail, trusting in Him, who can go with me, and remain with you, and be everywhere for good, let us confidently hope that all will yet be well.  To His care commending you as I hope in your prayers you will commend me; I bid you an affectionate farewell.”
  24 hours after Lincoln reached the Whitehouse he attempted to send provisions to Fort Sumter in S. Carolina and the Southern forces fired upon the Fort and thus the slave owning states of the south entered into war with the Northern Union States.  The war continued for four years before the South surrendered; during this war about six hundred thousand Americans lost their lives.  At the end of the war all the African slaves were freed over the entire United States of America.
Shortly after winning a second term as President, Lincoln was assassinated on April 14, 1865, while attending a play at the Ford Theatre in Washington, D.C.
Biographical information taken mainly from, Lincoln the Unknown by Dale Carnegie.
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Sanctify them by Your Truth: Your Word is Truth. John 17:17
